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}}j Dr. Silas Scudder, and the moonsiff, together with
several others, was committed to the sessions court and
convicted.

It is almost impossible for a medical witness to say Fractures.
whether or not a fracture has been caused by a particular
weapon, and very often exceedingly difficult to state whether
a fracture has been caused by a blow or by an accidental
fall. Of course, when there are other attendant signs, he
may be able to give an opinion that the fracture was caused
by a blow. There are, however, so many cases of severe
fractures occurring from falls whilst walking or in falling
from a short distance, that each case must, to a certain
extent, depend upon its own circumstances. The bones
vary in brittleness at different ages and in different indivi-
duals, and skulls vary much in thickness, being occasion-
ally so thin as to be fractured by a slight blow. With
children and with old persons a slip and fall, whilst walking,
is capable of producing^a fracture. I have known a family
in which three of the children at different times fractured
an arm or a leg by a simple fall whilst playing, and I have
seen another case in which a gentleman of about thirty
years of age fractured his skull by falling down whilst
rising from his chair. It is supposed, that at the time when
he rose, he was suddenly seized with an apoplectic fit, but
he was in sound Jhealth five minutes before the fall. The
mere presence of a fracture, without any other suspicious
signs, is no proof of criminal violence j it may be due
entirely to accident.

All medical jurisprudents  agree that it is much more Fractures after
difficult to cause a fracture after death, even a short time c ca  *
after death has occurred, than is the case during life-time.
As soon as death has occurred, the flesh and the muscles lose
their elasticity, and it requires much more violence to cause
a fracture after death than before.    A fracture during life
is also generally accompanied by an effusion of blood around
the broken parts, and though it is by no means impossible
for bleeding to result from a blow caused soon after death,
it is not likely.    In the ease of a fracture, where the parts